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Role of Airport Traffic Control

• Primary role of Air Traffic Control

–Aircraft separation,

–Prevent collisions, 

–Organize the flow of traffic, and 

–Provide information and other support 

services for pilots when able. 







FAA Airspace System

• FAA Airspace surrounding Santa Monica 

Airport

–SMO Class D

–VNY Class D

–LAX Class B 

–BUR Class C



Federal Air Regulations

• Sec. 91.119 (d)

Helicopters may be operated at less than 

the minimums, for fixed wing aircraft, if the 

operation is conducted without hazard to 

persons or property on the surface where 

the altitude will allow, if a power unit fails, 

an emergency landing without undue 

hazard to persons or property on the 

surface. 



Arrivals

• Fixed Wing vs. Helicopter Pattern Altitudes

• VFR vs. IFR Helicopter Operations

• Deviations

• 270º turn to land vs. Vertical descent to 

the Runway



• City Helipad (2 Hour Limit)

• Atlantic Aviation

• Gunnell Properties (Tenants)

City’s Helipad

Atlantic Aviation
Gunnell Properties

Helicopter Space Constraints



Arrivals from the South

Business Park



Arrivals from the North

Business Park



Departures

• Standard Departures

– Westerly vs. Easterly Departures

• Transition Helicopters Routes in our area



DEPARTURES


