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June 9, 2009 

 

Walt Warriner 

Community Forester 

City of Santa Monica 

Public Landscape Division 

2600 Ocean Park Boulevard 

Santa Monica, California 90405 

 

Dear Mr. Warriner, 

 

This report is submitted for your review in response to your request for arboricultural 

consulting services.  
 

BACKGROUND AND ASSIGNMENT 
 

In the spring of 1995, Santa Monicaôs Community Forestry Department planted 

approximately 40 gold medallion trees (Cassia leptophylla) on Ocean Park Boulevard 

between 4
th
 Street and Lincoln Boulevard. Many have flourished, some have languished, 

and some have died. I was retained to evaluate these parkway trees and provide a report 

with the following characteristics:   
 

Á A visual assessment of each tree,  

Á Evaluation of current health and structural condition of each tree, 

Á Suitability for preservation,  

Á Aesthetic assessment  

Á Photograph(s) of each tree, and  

Á Recommendations to improve tree vitality.  

 

This report is based on my evaluations of the trees conducted in November 2008 and 

May 2009. 
 

OBSERVATIONS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Gold medallion trees, native to Brazil, are semi-evergreen trees revered for their showy, 

yellow flowers and primitive-looking brown seed pods. They are drought tolerant when 

established and have a low potential for root damage to hardscape. As relatively small 

trees (25 feet tall by 30 feet wide), they can solve many design dilemmas presented by 

overhead utility lines and small parkways or planting areas.   
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Pages 4-43 summarize the physical and aesthetic characteristics of each tree. Physical 

characteristics are Physiological Condition, or tree health, and Structural Condition. 

Physiological condition describes a treeôs general state of well-being, obvious presence of 

disease or pests ï that which describes normal growth and development. Structural 

condition refers to the relative health of a treeôs root and branch architecture and is 

distinctly different from physiological condition. A tree may be outwardly healthy but 

still have structural weaknesses. Physiologically, a tree requires only a thin shell to 

transport water and nutrients. Thus, a tree can be hollow on the inside and still show good 

vigor. Physiological Condition and Structural Condition were rated using Very Good, 

Good, Fair, Fair to Poor, and Poor.  

 

Aesthetic Condition rates the visual properties of a tree. Attributes contributing to a treeôs 

aesthetic condition include symmetry, balance, proportion of trunk to canopy, and a 

pleasing form relative to an archetype of the species. Aesthetic Condition was rated using 

Very Good, Good, Fair, and Poor.  

 

Of the 40 trees evaluated, 10 are recommended for removal and replacement because of 

poor health, structural weaknesses, mechanical damage, or root problems. 

Mechanical/vehicular damage and/or vandalism were the most notable problems.   

 

The remaining thirty trees, although still small, have the potential to grow to their 

ultimate height of 30 feet. These trees will develop into strong specimens with regular 

irrigation and judicious pruning. If they continue to grow under current conditions, they 

will only develop slowly into mature specimens and their distinctive stray limbs may be 

susceptible to vehicular damage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Trees by Trunk Diameter (dbh) Ranges

1" through 2.9" (13 trees)

3" through 4.9"(16 trees)

5" through 7"(11 trees)

Total -- 40 trees

Trees Recommended for Removal by Trunk Diameter Range

1" through 2.9" (6 trees)

3" through 4.9"(2 trees)

5" through 7"(2 trees)

Total -- 10 trees
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The ten trees recommended for removal and replacement were selected because of two 

major problems: poor specimens delivered from the nursery and branch tears or wounds 

that produced a moderate or severe risk potential for failure. Clearly these young trees 

would not cause severe physical harm if they were to fail now; their defects are not 

reversible and will continue to increase their future failure potential.   

 

As noted on the individual evaluation sheets and in the inventory (see Appendix óAô, pp. 

44-45), 10 trees ï #s 1-2, 13, 21, 25-6, 29-30, 32 and 34 ï are recommended to be 

removed and replaced. Because gold medallion trees tend to be ungainly when young, 

planting 24- or 36-inch box specimens may ultimately make be the best design decision. 

New trees may need pruning to develop a strong framework. Irrigation via water truck 

should be scheduled so the trees are watered appropriately and regularly until they are 

self-sustaining.     

 

I look forward to working with you toward the successful completion of this project.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 

Cy Carlberg, Registered Consulting Arborist 

Trees by Structural Condition

Fair

Fair to Poor

Poor

Good

Trees by Physiological Condition

Good

Fair

Poor
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  1.5 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Fair   
Structural 

Condition 
Poor 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Poor 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Fair   

Recommended 

Action 
Replace 

 

 

 

Tree Number 1 

 

TREE EVALUATION FORM 
424 Ocean Park Boulevard (north tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 

Á Poor nursery specimen (roots have not 

developed properly) 
 

Á Fair physiological condition (due to poor 

roots) 
 

Á Tree will continue to languish if not replaced. 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  3.5 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Fair   
Structural 

Condition 
Fair  

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Fair 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Fair to Poor   

Recommended 

Action 
Replace 

 

 

 

Tree Number 2 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
424 Ocean Park Boulevard (south tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 

Á Majority of main trunk (see photos) has been 

torn away (presumably due to vehicular 

damage). The trunk could potentially break at 

this point.  
 

Á Tree is imbalanced. 

. 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  7 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition  
Fair  

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Good 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Good   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

Tree Number 3 

TREE EVALUATION FORM 
512 Ocean Park Boulevard (south tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  3 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition 
Good 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Fair 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Fair   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

 

Tree Number 4 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
512 Ocean Park Boulevard (middle tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  5 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition 
Good 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Good 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Good   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

 

Tree Number 5 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
512 Ocean Park Boulevard (north tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  3 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition 
Good 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Good 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Fair   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

 

Tree Number 6 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
2607 6

th
 Street (side; south tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  5 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition 
Good 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Good 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Fair   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

 

Tree Number 7 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
2607 6

th
 Street (side; middle tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 
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Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  1.5 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition 
Good 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Good 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Fair   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

 

Tree Number 8 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
2607 6

th
 Street (side; north tree), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 



CITY OF SANTA MONICA ï CASSIA STUDY   

CY CARLBERG, REGISTERED CONSULTING ARBORIST                                                                 JUNE 9, 2009 

12 

 

 
 

 
 

Common 

Name 
Gold Medallion Tree  

Botanical 

Name 
Cassia leptophylla 

 

Trunk 

Diameter  4 inches  

Physiological 

Condition 

(Health) 

Good   
Structural 

Condition 
Good 

 

Suitability 

for 

Preservation 

Very Good 
Aesthetic 

Assessment 
Very Good   

Recommended 

Action 
Preserve  

 

 

 

Tree Number 9 
TREE EVALUATION FORM 
2606 Highland Street (side), Santa Monica 

Date of Inspection: May 13, 2009 

Note: City of Santa Monica Parkway Tree 


